CRIME AND OUTRAGE (IRELAND) ACT. 



RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 3 April 1851 ;_/or, 

COPY of any Report from the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, with reference to the late 
Proclaiming of a District in the County of Down, under Act 11 & 12 
Yict. c. 2.” 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 29 March 1851. 

I transmit herewith, by direction of the Lord Lieutenant, copy of a Report 
from Sub-Inspector Wray, with its enclosure ; and I am desired by his Excel- 
lency to state, that in consequence of the daring outrage therein detailed, he 
has felt it necessary to propose to the Privy Council that the district in which 
the occurrence took place should be put under the provisions of the 1 1 Yict. c. 2. 

Immediate steps will therefore be taken for calling in arms in the district ; 
and a police force has been directed to proceed thither, the charge for which 
will be forthwith levied according to the provisions of the statute. 

A considerable reward has been already offered for such information as may 
lead to the conviction of the offenders, and every exertion is being used for 
that purpose. 

His Excellency trusts that these measures will have the effect of causing the 
law to be respected in this district, and prevent a recurrence of such disgraceful 
scenes. 

I have, Sec. 

H. Waddington, Esq. (signed) T. N. Reding ton. 

Sec. &e. 



Rathfriland, 22 March 1851. 

1 have 1;o report, about 12 o’clock, noon, on yesterday, Mr. Rowan, the sub- 
slieriff, called at Carnew Station, for the purpose of requiring that party to 
accompany him to the lands of Castlevennen, for his protection, while executing 
an ejectment decree on defaulting tenants, named John William and Saul 
M Murren, at the suit of Messrs. Seely and Jones, but all the men of that post, 
except the barrack-orderly, being absent on duty at the time, he ordered sub- 
constable Kelly, of the Ballyward Station, who had just arrived at Carnew on 
command, to proceed with him for that purpose (please see annexed report of 
Con. Scanlan) ; he accordingly did so, and with Mr. Tatlow, the agent, his 
son, and a sheriff’s bailiff, arrived on the lands at about two o’clock, i>. m., 
when they were instantly fired on by crowds of the peasantry who assembled 
on the neighbouring hills on seeing them approach M'Murren’s house, but 
providentially without effect, though several of the bullets passed quite close 
to them, and from inquiry at the scene, I find there were about 50 shots in all 
fired at them. 

On meeting with such determined opposition, and in the absence of a force 
of sufficient strength to enable him to resist his assailants, the sheriff at once 
abandoned his project, and with his party left the scene and went home. 

The sheriff gave me no requisition for a protective force, nor had I any 
intimation whatever of the proceeding until this morning. With the hope of 
inducing some party to give information, I beg leave to suggest that a reward 
may be offered, should it meet the approval of the authorities. 

(signed) W. Wray, 

The Inspector-general, Sub-Inspector. 

&c. &c. 
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2 RETURN RELATING TO CRIME AND OUTRAGE (IRELAND). 

County Down, Ballyward, 22 March 1851. 

I beg leave to state that I sent sub-constable John Kelly to Camew yesterday, with four 
census books, which the mounted man left here on the previous day. On Ins arrival at that 
station he found the sub- sheriff at Camew, who came there for some men to protect him, 
■while dispossessing some persons in the townland of Castlevennen, and as there was none 
of the party at home, he, the sheriff, ordered sub-constable Kelly to accompany him and 
the ao-ent to the places where they were going. The sub-constable thinking he was bound 
to obey the sheriff’s order, proceeded along with him to said townland ; when they came 
in view of the houses to which they were going, they saw a number of persons assembled 
who had some arms among them, and fired several shots in the direction ot where the 

sheriff and his party were on the road. . , 

The sheriff immediately ordered the cars to drive off in the direction ox Gatcsbndge, on 

Sub-constable Kelly states that they heard the noise of the halls passing over their heads; 
he states also that there might be about 80 persons assembled at the place. There was no 
injury done to any person. 

(signed) John Scanlan, Constable. 

ffm. Wray, Esq., Sub-Inspector. 



0 

1 



i 




•u 



a. 



I 



kS 

§3 

s 

I 






v_ 




& aV § % 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




